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Analysis of factors affecting the occurrence of vacancy houses according to vacant house
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This study examines vacancy rates across Japan and analyzes the impact of urban scale, industrial
specialization, climate, and transportation factors on vacancy occurrence. The findings indicate that
urban classification is a more effective approach than urban scale in analyzing vacancy rates. Large
cities exhibit higher rental and sale vacancy rates, while medium—sized cities, small towns, and villages
have higher rates of “other” vacancies, which are increasing. Vacancy rates are higher in regions with
low industrial specialization and lower in areas with railways. Nationwide, temperature, humidity, and
precipitation are significantly correlated with vacancy rates.

A separate analysis of Kagoshima Prefecture, which has a high rate of “other” vacancies, reveals that
social, industrial, and living environment factors have a greater impact than economic or fiscal factors.
Additionally, the rate of “other” vacancies increases as urban scale decreases, from core cities to
medium-sized cities, small towns, and villages.

A survey of municipal officials responsible for vacant housing issues found that approximately 70% of
municipalities are experiencing an increase in vacancies, primarily due to the declining birth rate and
aging population. Accessibility to urban areas with infrastructure was also found to influence vacancy
rates. The vacant house reduction measures desired by each Municipality included subsidies, vacant
housing banks, tax incentives, consultation services, and initiatives to raise owner awareness.




