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Since the Industrial Revolution of 250 years ago, our human beings have greatly changed the global
environment. On the other hand, we have experienced more severe climatic and environmental changes
between the end of the Pleistocene to the beginning of the Holocene than today

Our target area, Okinawa is the small islands of the western Pacific region, but humans arrived
there at the terminal Pleistocene and survived over 35,000 years. In this study, based on
high-resolution archaeological information obtained from karstic cave sites in Okinawa, we aimed
to elucidate the question of how we have adapted to the drastically fluctuating environment and
have developed culture and society in the small islands.

Chronological changes of the exploitation strategy and demography were estimated from the
archaeological records. Although palaeolithic people was estimated to be nomadic and used various
resources including hoofed animals and small animals, the importance of wild boar was remarkably
increased in the early Holocene. Population size and stability of residential base were also seemed
to be increased.

People changed their |ife style and strategy flexibly and adapted to the drastic climate change
at the Pleistocene-Holocene transition on the small islands of the Pacific
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