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This study examines the awareness of aquatic resources in Sweden during the 18th century and clarifies how this
understanding influenced arguments for promoting fisheries. In the first half of the 18th century, political issues
regarding the promotion of fisheries arose because Sweden relied on imports of marine products and planted a
mercantile policy to attain import substitutes.

We analyzed some pamphlets promoting fisheries published in Sweden in the first 18th century. For instance,
Anders Bachmansson, one of the most renowned Swedish mercantilists, advocated policies for activating the
fishing industry (primarily promoting the North Sea fishery), arguing that it could contribute to economic
development by utilizing aquatic resources considered inexhaustible. After that time, the Swedish fisheries
industry, mainly coastal fishery in the western area, developed in another way from the mid—18th century because
a herring accidentally came in abundance in Bohuslén, situated on the west coast of Sweden.

In addition to this analysis, we considered the argument that the disappearance of the shoal of fish at the
beginning of the 19th century caused marine pollution from dumping fish oil waste. For example, a member of the
Royal Swedish Academy of Science prepared a report on the environment of Sweden’s west coast to attempt to
elucidate the depletion of fish schools and the reasons for their transition from one area to the other.
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