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Subject of Research Project:

Contrastive Studies on Beliefs and Japanese Language Learning
Strategies between Indonesian JSL Staying in Japan and Indonesian JSL
In Their Home Countries

The purpose of beliefs research is to understand the essence of learners’
beliefs, that is, to provide an opportunity for learners to learn about their
own beliefs and to review their attitudes toward learning. From the perspecti
ve of second language acquisition, the aim is to elucidate the factors of the
mechanism and to see how the beliefs relate to the process of learning and
teaching behavior and the acquisition itself. Based on the results of this
study, it was clarified that it is related to the formation process and learn
ing motivation.

In this study, we use the English version of SPSS 21.0, analyze the aggrega
ted data, and summarize the following results. During their stay in Japan, In
donesian JSLs have firm beliefs about Japanese learning (M=4.34), but they al
souse learning strategies (M=3.92) to learn Japanese. In contrast, Indonesian

JSLs in their home countries have firm beliefs about Japanese learning (M=
4.07) but also use learning strategies (M=3.72) to learn Japanese. In additio
n, according to the Pearson correlation test, Indonesian JSL stay in Japan
had a positive correlation between belief and learning strategy (r=.450, p<.0
01),while Indonesian JSL in their home country had a positive correlation bet
ween belief and learning strategy (r=.448, p<.001). In other words, the highe
r the autonomy of learners, the higher the degree of use of Japanese learning
strategies. It was observed that Indonesian JSL used various learning strateg
ies during their stay in Japan, leading to higher proficiency they had.

According to the research results, it is clear that the autonomy of beliefs
in Japanese learning gradually decreases with each grade as a result of exper
iencing classroom activities focused solely on Japanese development for the
original Indonesian JSL. In order to improve this situation, Japanese teacher
s should make efforts to design teaching activities that enhance learners’ aut
onomy while maintaining their interest in Japanese learning. One way is to
use raw materials on YouTube, current SNS, and the Internet to increase their
autonomy.

In addition, it is necessary to develop the latest curriculum to improve
not only Japanese skills but also various skills to respond to the current
era. Since the development of autonomous learning ability is also one of the
essential educational goals for curriculum development, whether to increase
the autonomy of Indonesian JSLs in their home countries is an unavoidable
issue in the curriculum development of the Japanese department. At this stage
,the Japanese departments of each university have focused mainly on acquiring
the four Japanese skills as educational goals and autonomous learning capabil
ities that can respond to the era of lifelong learning, especially the elabor
ation of beliefs and the guidance of learning strategies, which have been mar
ginalized. Therefore, even if learners receive a four—-year Japanese curriculu
m, the autonomy of beliefs about Japanese learning and using learning strateg
ies for problem—solving decreases according to the grade level. In order to
break through this situation, not only the development of Japanese ability
but also the development of autonomous learning ability is a crucial issue

for curriculum development in Japanese.




