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This study aims to shed light on the mechanism of cooperation and conflict between
Korea and Japan over the boundary delimitation of the continental shelf to prepare in
the extermination of Korea-Japan Agreement concerning Joint Development Agreement
of the Continental Shelf in 2028. The focus of this study is to explore how China’'s
variables will affect changes in maritime order in East Asia. Thus, this study tracks China’
s variables in the changes in maritime order in the East China Sea which will be raised
along with the possible extermination in 2028 of Korea-Japan Agreement concerning
Joint Development Agreement of the Continental Shelf.

The Agreement can be exterminated after 2028 with the notice of extermination of
one side in 2025. For the trend of international law on the continent shelf changed in
favor of Japan, Japanese government is expected to take a passive response to
exterminate the agreement, and Korean government is actively seeking ways to
implement cooperation and sustainable plans. As China claims jurisdiction over the most
of the South Korea-Japan Joint Development Zone(JDZ), the JDZ will be in the midst of
changes in the East Asian maritime order brought by China’s rise. Accordingly, there is
a possibility that it will pursue unilateral exploration and development by China. In
preparation for this, it is necessary to reverse the idea on middle line principle and the
joint organization model, which were considered unfavorable to South Korea, and a

diplomatic strategy considering the maritime hegemony of the United States is required.
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