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Since the Fukushima nuclear accident, the nuclear policies of Korea and Japan
have taken opposite paths. Japan announced a new energy and environmental
policy with the goal of zero nuclear power plants, while Korea announced a
comprehensive plan to promote nuclear energy, focusing on the use and export
of nuclear power. Furthermore, in the 2010s, Japan has pursued a policy of
reducing the use of nuclear power, while Korea has maintained a policy of
expanding nuclear power plants despite the Fukushima nuclear accident. This
paper begins by asking whether these differences in nuclear policy between the
two countries are based on public opinion.

The nuclear energy industry is strongly influenced by public opinion, from
the siting of nuclear power plants to the management of spent nuclear fuel. This
paper analyses how public opinion on nuclear power has changed in both
countries since the Fukushima nuclear accident, and how these changes have
been reflected in the transition of nuclear policy. In the case of Japan, it can be
assessed that policy changes have been made to reflect domestic public opinion
on nuclear energy to some extent since the Fukushima nuclear accident. But in
the case of Korea, however, public opinion on nuclear energy is not directly linked
to the country's nuclear energy policy. In the first year or so after the Fukushima
nuclear accident, anti-nuclear public opinion became stronger as a result of the
accident, but after that, the Fukishima accident did not serve as a direct lesson
for Korea. This paper focuses on the relationship between public opinion on
nuclear power and nuclear policy in Korea and Japan in the decade following the

2011 Fukushima nuclear accident.
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