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COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE TRADITIONAL FISHERMAN,S
LOCALWISDOM IN NORTH SUMATERA REGION INDONESIA WITH
JAPAN,S TOHOKU REGION

The research on the traditional fisherman’s local wisdom in North Sumatera, Indonesia
and Minami Sanriku Japan hasbeen focused on point about the connection of man with
man, man with nature and man wih his belief. It concerns as weel how the fisherman
society shapes connection inter citizens and they manage nature and belief to worship
object that gives peace, prosperity and comfort in their life. That is the goal and the
result of this research.

In the theoritical study (Miyake 2009) said, the relationship between man and nature
and God, yet the most important one is nature, becouse nature is place to live for man and
gods, therefore, the nature must be guarded and preserved. Indonesia, on the other hand is
a mono theis belief, wich surenders everything to God. Nature is supposed as gift from
God to be used by man as blessing from God.

1) The results of research in Belawan, and Pantai Cermin, Indonesia a traditional

fishing village;

-Then reseacher made questionare for the traditional fisherman in Belawan. The

Conclusions are:

They are fishing with their own equipment. They are no restrictions/ regulations
that limit to catch, either based on type of fish, size of the fish or wich month the
fish are laying eggs or not. Everithing that is obtained is gift from god.

Their catching result is ussually sold in in the morning to de market by their
wive’s, and their husband’s can sit at the coffee shop tosocialize.

The sea where they live has poor sanitation, even though trash bins are
provided, garbage is scattered here and there. Their house is very tight, made of
wood, with a very difficult life.

2) Reseach Results in Minami Sanriku and Shiogama Japan.
In July 2022, the reseacher visited the Minamisanriku area as well as shiogama jinja.
Minami sanriku is area facing Pasific ocean from Hachinohe to Ishinomaki with is
from beach as type ryas. Fish productionis astimatetd to be 20% of the total fish
sources worldwide Japan (Takano 2013)

Pasific ocean area is the ocean that product lot of fish becouse of the fusion from
two steream’s, that is hot steram called Kurosio. It is from the South and cold
steream called Oyashio from north. Famoustypes of Fish area, tuna, marlin, shark,
sany, cod, red fish, krill, abalone, squid, uerchin, etc. Besides, aqua culture is also
very advanced,such sea cucumber, silver salomon, oyster, ascidian etc (Takano 2012).

The reseacher’s findings can be stated as follow’s:

2,a. No more Fishermen who do their own fishing and sell it to the market on its own.
They all already follow kumi ai/ cooperation.

2.b. There are fishing regulationas and what fish can be caught according to the time
and there is training from Kumiai.

2.c The Fissherman’s house recently is far from the sea, wich is already located in
the foot of the mountains, especially due the impact of the 2011 Tsunami, already
built a hight wall/ Teibo along the coast.

2.d. Becouse fishing has been carried out manually then thereare standard
regulation that are modern in nature from fishing regulations.

2.e. Additional income for fishermen is aqua culture, such as maintenance of
wakame, types of shells, oister, ascadian etc.

Opinion:

It seems that fishermen in Belawan still need guidance to increase thein income, to
improve environmental sanitation, and to cooperate like kumiai.

The bulding of teibo on the coast of minamisanriku area, may be more
detrimental to the natural landscape, and more difficult for fisherman to navigate.
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