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Study of Local Politics’ Function as International Politics in Border Area:
Research on the Applicability of Shimane Province’ s Case for the DMZ
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A

In modern politics, international politics differs from tradition
al international politics, and the scope of the actors is expanding
In particular, “Takeshima Day” influences international politics
not only in Japan, but also in other countries, including the Repu
blic of Korea and the world. The fact, however, that it is a local
government of Shimane Prefecture, not the nation which enacted the
ordinance, represents the aspect of the new international politics.
The study considers the functions as international politics in loca
1 politics centering on the “Takeshima Day” in Shimane Prefecture.
The question how regional politics, instead of the needs of the nat
ion, based on regional characteristics and needs, are functioning a
s an international political function is researched. Moreover, the
functions of international politics in the local government are par
ticularly active in the border regions. Japan is an island country,
and the area bordering the Sea of Japan serves as a border with So
uth Korea. In South Korea, there is a DMZ (Demilitarized Zone) loc
ated on the border with North Korea, and some parts of Gyeonggi Pr

ovince and Gangwon Province, which belong to the DMZ, can be seen
as a border area. There is a need for peaceful exchanges between t
he local governments to ease tensions over the Korean Peninsula and
revitalize regional activities. This study explores the implication
s of Shimane Prefecture, which serves as a function of internationa
1l politics in consideration of the needs of local residents, and
looks for suggestions in the DMZ of the Korean Peninsula.

In this study, prior studies to the publication of various materia
ls such as books, papers, and research reports, the analysis of the
Shimane Prefectural Assembly records (from May 1995 to February 200
7), interviews and etc are carried out. This study has shown that a
lthough related things are gradually being occurred with various mo
vements, the impact of the nation is still strong. Although the sco
pe of international politics has expanded, the content of the subst
ance remains to be seen in the nation. I will continue this study
and examine the changes in the functioning of international politic
s by local governments.

ublication of the Results of Research Project

Verbal Presentation

A Study on the peaceful use of the DMZ by local governments]
(Tentative title)

Thesis

'A Study on the peaceful use of the DMZ by local governments|
(Tentative title)




